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awakenmng to the beauty of nature MAay ai<
most be said (0 have been sndden.” There
are bwo facts which Prof. Grimm cails funda-
mental in Goethe’s life: “The first was that,
so far as we know, he never experi-
enced anything which wholly took him out of
himself, and that, even when he appears most
pasgionately excited, he still retains the
power Lo criticise himself, With him, therefore,

them, must be carefully distinguished, * iz
The second was that Goethe does not mention

that fully meets the wants of his nature; no
man who could excite in him the feelin e
Such I wouid like to have been and no boo
over which he might have thought: “I'his is
what 1 would have written, but it is beber-
than I could have written if.’

¥ WAS ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT HERDER,
only as a learner, and after his first intoxic
tion was over returned to a CoOnscionsness
his oWHi68ITion. ~ And so he soon recovered
from his infatuation about Lavater anddJacobi,
and no onc came after them by whom he ale
lowed himself to be deluded 4s he had been
by these three men. Assoon ashe had gained
some nieasure of exporience in life, he always
knew beforehand that in time all these bril-
liant meteors would cease to dazzle him, and |
that e should onee more be sustaimed by his
own independent judgment, in contem - |
plating all the influences which tended to de-
velop woeilie, we find that there are only four |
nen who had a lasting effecs upon him, who,?
as it were, lived in soul never (o
be displaced—Homer, Sha espeare, Raphael
and Spinoza. These men were to him repre- )
sentatives of the four mighty elements from
whoge workings our European culture, or the
mental conditions in which we live and labor,
arose and is sLill rising.?”

The following passage in regard to the re.
ligious education of one who has been de-
scribed as our “chief modern pagan,” has
deep interest: ‘*Goethe had grown up in a
religious family and
what the Christian faith rests upon. ile
who today can repeat (he Lord’s prayer,
the Ten Commandments, the creed and
some hymns without hesitation, and who
knows something about the books of the Old
and New Testaments and the history of the
church, believes himself well instructed i@
religious matters. But in the last century, i i
» Was quite different, The comprehension of

the Curistianity of the former century, asan

historical fact, becomes again of importance
now that our whole spirifual developmeny
seems colored by s  religious tendency,

Whatever our own personal belies may be, we
| mustat any rate make oursclyes fanuliar with
the whole course.of

RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENT IN GERMANY.
Everybody in the last century was well versed
in the Bible, and thoroughly sehooled in the
differences of the creeds and sects even to the
subtleties, which me nowadays familiar to
the vrofessi alone. As ag

o

fonal theologian
present every one is aquainted with what con-
cerns the army, and every family knows all
the necessary facts about 'its organization, its!
duties, promotions, ete., as well as where the
different regiments are stationed, and whe the
commanders are in the prominent places, be-
cause every family is in some wuay or other
connected with the army—so at that time men
were at home in  all matters appers
taming t{o the church, and knew the
names and - relative importance of the
leading ministers. In scienee, poetry Lana-
theology alone was free diseussion or agitdtion
allowed, as has neen already said,  Who
would really catch the flavor of this state of
things should read the romance of the (during
his life) renowned Berlin bookseller Nicolaf,
—‘Sebaldus Nothanker.’ The four volumes
contain siothing but a series of rows between
thehero—who 1s a philosophie, liberal, open-
hearted country preacher—and Fate, in the
shape of some vigoted old theological wrest-
lers. Without an acquaintance with these
circumstances it is impossible to have an:
idea of the fights into which Lessing was con-
stantly drawn, or to comprehend the power of
ilerder, who as a free-thinking theologian
had made himself master of all the suvjects
that were in fermentation avout him, Goethe.
had been, even usa child, mitiated 1n these
matters, through his connection with the
Moravian Friiulein von Klettenberg. And
again in Strasburg he made use of an iniro-
duction he had taken with him to
A FAMILY INCLINED TO THIS FAITIH.

Goethe was {herefore perfeetiy familiar with
the Bible. The active part he took in the
religious  discussions of the day, -as
shown Dby a number of his essays on
the leading topics and his intimate friend-
ship with the prophet Favater, was natural.
Goethe’s earliest poem is a bombastic song on
the ‘Deseent of Christ Into Hell," which 15 in
the ranting stylé of the preachers of the last
ceutury; but nevertheless we observe that,
while he was pevfectly at home on religious
subjects, they hever completely absorbed b,
nor turned him aside from ideas which ecame
from other sources. lierderand Lavater were
L0 him the%two great streams whose unsieady
current hore onward the ecclesiastical life of
the time.”’ y

Goethe’s manly appearance is oue of the cir-
rent traditions of Germany. Prof. Grimm
thus describes him: “Goethe was a strong,
broad-shouldered man, to whom heat and cold
made little difference, who could ride the day
long in the saddle and snend all night 1 the
woods or at a “kneip,” without its having any
particuisr effeet upon him. At  sloigh-
Ing parties, balls, the chase, or &t
fires, he was onc ob those who! held out long-
‘est. He took the foremost place whenever he

G

cvents, and his subsequent reflections upon |

any living man, or any contemporary book, |

\

|

in full knowledge of |

/| conspicuous trait

thought it was lus right. In maclhcd proces-
sions he was seen on horseoack i

| old German costume, and ;
thaun 60 ¥ ld_he appe 1 us a Kniehs |
Templar @t a faney ball, and astonished eviery.
body by his commaading beauty.
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To state it emphatically, Goethe gave up fry- |
I his old age, |

ng to understand himself. {
speaking of himself to Chancellor Midler, he
said:
from others.” Goethe shows himself on one
side a poet; a somnambulist Who is not
conscious while he writes what flows from his
bensadredmer who does not understand him-
self, and is 1 his own eyes
A HALF-FICTITIOUS CREATURE;

is vacillating, confused and passionnte; will
enjoy the goods of this world, will surrender
himself to the vague instincts of s naure,
and remove from his path all obstacles whiel
throaten to hinderit. Buton tne other side,
I opposition to this, stands his unmereitul
objectivity and clearness of apprehension.
A demon whispers to him mstantly where the
Wesk side is in men and things, He practices
the subtlest eriticism, anatonizes men—oihers
as well as himself—and will not allow the
least embellishment of his results. So wo see
him as naturalist, statesman, historian. He
i8 decided, keen, cold. Now he will not be
tempted by the pleasures of this world, but ins
slats Lhat renunciation is commanded, This
i8 his great word. With an unrelenting
severity, toward himself firgt of
all, he seeks to  fultil his duty.
The result of all this is that we see Goetho
always either one or the other; never both
together, never the two orbits running mto
one another. Either he writes postry, or he
views almost indifferently what he has writ.
tén, not quite knowing what to do wilh it;
either like a deluded child he gives himselt
wholly and contidingly to men, or he advances
Yo meet them sternly like a man hardenod hy
experience.  These alterations m him never
ended. He always meets men with fresh
euriosity, and loves them while new, but re-
pulses them unmercifully

WHEN THE HOUR FOR CRITICISM ARRIVES,

for the consciousness of the folly outgrown
irritates him, and, in general, when he begins
to criticise nothing satisfies hin.
double nature found 1n Spinoza’s philosophy
its only adequate interpretation,”

Goethe had a predilection for Napoleon,
who, ‘“‘on coming to Erfurt, sentfor Goethe,
and held the famous conversation with him, at
the close of which the exclamation bursi from
his Tips, ‘Voila un homme?! which bears this
transiation: ‘At last a man who stands face to
face wilh me in Germany! Napoleon had
fathomed Goethe; but Goethe also knew how
to value Napoleon. In the midst of a confu-
sion which appeared inextricable, Goethe had

Goethe’s |

seen this youthful general rise like some |

ancient heso, who, one aeainst a host, con-~

quered whole.nations with the stroke of a

cluh,

iing in the whole biography “is more
beautiful than the closing passage: © “If we
desire a true picture of thiz Webmar life as it
day by day glided by, through his last 10
years, we shall specially enjoy reading ‘Ecker-
inann's Remlniscenccs,’ together with those of
Chancellor von Miiller, e realize, as if we
had been eye-witnesses, how Goethe strove
above all thiags to the very last to keep him-
self in contact with the young. He oflen said
that this wus the only means of

KEEPING THE HEART YOUNG.

1s vitality was inexhaustible. dven in his
| 49th - year a young and beautiful maiden
- Kindled 1 him'a passion which it cost him a
monstrous effort to subdue; and from this
struggle arose some of his most ardent poems.
Goethe, while enjoying all the privileges of
age, seemed merely hiding the powers of his
youth ana not to have lost them, Finally all
I uls friends were dead—the duke, ¥'ruu ‘von
| Stem, even his son, had gone before him. But
it did not ecrush him; to live Wwas to him pure
; anjoyment. Until his very last days spring
énd suoshine always broughta fresh rapture to
| his soul, and tempted him to explore in
| all directions the fields and woods 80 dear to
him; while the recolloctions of old iriends
springing up in his path refreshed him instead
of making him sa({. He looked forward to
each new day with serene expectation and
genuine human curiosity as to what 16 might
Lring foith. On the 22d of March, 1832, he
died. He might have lived on, like the patri-
archs of the Old Testament, for decades.
‘Lherefore his loss came at last like Ssomething
fo unexpected, anda was go deeply felt. I
seemed 1mpossible that a man mn the midst of
the enjovment of his best pawers could be
torn awav.”
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He could not conve t his thoughts

‘What one actually is he must find out |
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